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Introduction  

The world has woken up to the challenges that agriculture 

faces from resource scarcity and environmental change. 

Farmers are feeling the heat from rising input costs, with 

N and feed grain prices doubling between 2007 and 2011. 

This has galvanised scientists around the world. Yet in the 

UK as in many other countries, only a small fraction of 
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and much is devoted to developing new inputs that farmers 

pay for year after year.  

The Duchy Originals Future Farming Programme helps 

redress the balance, focusing on low-cost, sustainable 

solutions that rely on management practices or renewable 

resources. It is a concerted drive to boost innovation in 

organic and other low-input farming, aiming to improve 

productivity and environmental benefits.  

The programme puts farmers in the driving seat, involving 

producers around the country in practical, farmer-led 

R&D, and working with the big science funders to win 

farmers a real say in the research that is done in your 

name. 


